The word "Uirapuru" is the name of both an actual Amazonian bird and a mythical creature. In the rain forest, the bird Uirapuru sings once a year, when it builds its
nest; even then, only from five to ten minutes early in the morning. According to the legend, Uirapuru's song is so beautiful that all other birds stop singing to listen
to it. To hear an actual recording, go to http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ZpFgD1_2dc. Yet in another version of the legend, a human being is transformed after
his death into the enchanted Uirapuru, breathing new life into the silent forest. Both in legend and reality, Uirapuru is a symbol of rarefied beauty.
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